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manufacture was completed by the addition of a small quantity I
of sugar. I
The amateurs of fresh "Epping butter" were supplied with

this dainty, which yielded my ingenious landlord a profit of at
least one hundred per cent., besides establishing his shop as
being supplied with Epping butter from one of the first-rate
dairies. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
York-road, Lambeth, June, 1853. A STUDENT.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS AND BOARDS
OF GUARDIANS.

J. B. BUDGETT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&nacute;Your leading article of last week conveys a wrong
impression as to some of the facts relating to the Reigate
Union and myself.
The figures quoted by you represent the extent of my z,

district, and not the population; and as to the other circum- I
stances, perhaps the enclosed copy of a letter to the chairman
of the Board will best explain them.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
London, June, 1853. 

- 

J. B. BUDGETT.

To the Chairman of the Board of {hardians of the Reigate
Union.

SiR,&nacute;I have already informed your clerk of my resignation
of the appointment of medical officer of a district of your
Union, but deem it my duty to state to the Board some of the
reasons which have induced me to do so.

It will be remembered that when I was appointed it was
stated that the districts were to be revised and the salaries
equitably apportioned; but by my letter of Nov. 16th, 1852, it
will be seen that at that time (eight months afterwards) no
alteration was made; and that by the half-yearly medical
returns it appeared that I had attended 267 cases of illness at
an average charge of ls. 7ld. each, whilst the cases of the
other medical officers in my district averaged 3s. 3d. and
38. 9d. each.

I also asked for returns of area and population of my dis-
trict, which I never could obtain. To all applications on these
points I could get no definite reply. I therefore had made up
my mind to resign, on the ground of inadequate remuneration
and the non-fulfilment of the promise to re-arrange the
district. However, in the course of mv duties I came in
contact with what I considered abuses, and failed not to de-
nounce them. Amongst others, I point to the fact that I
have relieved the Union of a pauper who had received pay
for ten or eleven years, and who has the last eight or nine
months done without it. In another case, where I suppcsed
I might effect a cure., (Peter"BV ood’s daughter,) after five
years’ pay, and the probability of ten or fifteen or more years
in prospective, (see accompanying certificate),-I say that in
this case my professional opinion was overridden in a most
unjust, and, I submit, most unbuainess manner, at the instance
of an ex officio guardian. Because I expostulated with him he
became a personal enemy, and was the mover of all the
resolutions at the Board relative to my suspension; which
being now removed by the order of the Poor-law Board, I
hold myself exonerated from all blame in the matter; and
feeling that it would be impossible for me to discharge my
duties in a manner to satisfy a person who has sent his ser-
vants to canvas amongst the paupers for complaints against
me, and who has called out of church and had private
conferences with the paupers who alleged that I had neglected
them,-I say that when an ex-officio guardian will do this,
(and I am prepared with names, times, dates, and circum-
stances,) the character of no medical officer, however diligent
or ardent in the endeavour to do his duty, can be safe for a
single day.

Finally, I had intended to continue the duties of my office
till I could have explained these facts to the Board, but I
have for the last three or four weeks been suffering severely
from bronchitis, so that in fact I am physically unable at this
moment to continue the duties, and am quite unable to pro-
cure a substitute for the inadequate remuneration. I have
no alternative therefore but at once to resign the appoint-
ment, and subscribe myself, Sir, your obedient servant,
Horley, May 9, 1853. J. B. BUDGETT.

[COPY.] ]
I have this day seen the above case, with Mr. Smith, of

Crawley, and it is my opinion that by a judicious combination
of diet, nursing, and professional attendance, considerable
relief may be afforded to the patient. I think it highly

improper to carry the patient up and down stairs daily, and I
attribute much of the curvature of the spine to that proceed-
ing. It is next to impossible to ensure proper diet and
attendance at her present residence, therefore I have suggested
the propriety of her admission to some institution where those
requisites can be supplied; and, looking at the fact of her
having remained five years in her present condition, with
apparently little increase, if any, of her complaint, I have
hopes that relief might be afforded, if not a cure effected. At
the same time I cannot consent to abandon as hopeless the
case of a pauper, which, as a private patient, no sane medical
man would think of doing.
! Nov. 26,1652. J. B. BUDG1:TT, Med. Officer.

I agree generally in the above opinion, particularly in that
portion which indulges a hope of benefit from judicious feeding,
quietude, and medicine of a tonic and sustaining character.
The patient has no disease of a vital organ that I recognise.
So far as to facts and objects to be obtained, it is obvious the
above conditions cannot be attained at home; of the sacrifice,
I apprehend, the parents must judge.
Crawley, Nov. 27, 1852. TnOS. SMITH, Surgeon.
%* In the second leading article on the Horley Union,

June 11, the figures were correctly given.&nacute;ScB. ED. L.

J. B. BUDGETT, Med. Officer.

THOS. SMITH, Surgeon.

THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The well-merited strictures of "A Fellow by Exami.
nation," on the late conduct of the Council of the College of
Surgeons, must meet the hearty approval, not only of all the
fellows of his grade, but of those gentlemen on whom the
fellowship was conferred as an acknowledgment, honourable
to them, of their standing in the profession; to them a boon
was granted, which, as an honour, the Council have now ren-

I dered valueless, while to the fellows by examination the
Council have forfeited their solemn assurance that other than
by examination the fellowship should not be attainable after
August, 1844. It is much to be desired that a correct know-
ledge could be obtained of those members of the Council who
have, by advocating the sale of the fellowship, rendered them-
selves eminently obnoxious, lest in the indiscriminate use of
the black ball (as proposed) to "all who form part of the
assembly" the upright and honest should suffer equally with
the venal and unworthy. Some are known, and may anticipate
their reward; but it would be well for those who have en-
deavoured to save the fellowship from abasement, and the
Council from dishonour, to ward from themselves the obloquy
they now innocently share, and to avoid the punishment the
" Fellow by Examination" proposes, in the infliction of which
I with many honorary fellows will most cordially assist him.

I am, yours, &c.,
June, 1853. A FELLOW OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

SAMUEL SOLLY, F.R.S.

SIR 

To the E(litor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&nacute;Your correspondent is in error in stating that I havebeen appointed Professor of Clinical Surgery. In common
with my colleagues on the surgical staff, I give, and shall con-
tinue to give, occasional clinical lectures, generally once a
week, more frequently, perhaps, than my colleagues, merely
because I give no other lectures in the medical school. I
must also add, in justice to all persons connected with the
administration or with the staff of the hospital, that I have
no reason whatever to believe that any opposition is now, or
ever has been, contemplated to my election as full surgeon.

Yours obediently,
st. Helen’s- place, Bishopsgate-st., SAMUEL SOLLY, F.R.S.

June, 1853.

PROPOSED COLLEGE OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-In fulfilment of the promise contained in my letter which
you were good enough to publish in THE LANCET of June 4, I
beg to offer a word or two more of comment on the proposed
College for Medical Assistants, as suggested by your Wigan
correspondent, and on other matters that personally affect assis-
tants as a body.

I must own that when I first read your correspondent’s letter,
I was a little awe-struck at the dignity of the title he proposed
to give to the new institution, The wherewithal to originate and
keep alive an estabhshment with so imposing a name, was the
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next question that involuntarily suggested itself, and at first I I
was staggered at the apparent difficulties and magnitude of the
scheme. But on a little calm reflection, one by one these diffi-
culties vanished, and the institution rose before me, in imagination
at least, if not perfect at birth, with all the germs innate within
it, of future use’ulness. I saw-it was a dream, perhaps, but may I
it prove a reality !-names eagerly enrolled; subscriptions pouring I

in; a treasurer, a managing secretary appointed; a committee
chosen; a banking account opened; well-prepared rules ready
printed for guidance; and nought required but the vivifying
power of the spirit to the word, exclaimin-" Let us make it,
and the thing must be."
Nor would there be anything in the institution at which

practitioners for a moment need take alarm. It would be equally
for their benefit, for their patient’s good, and for the advantage
of the assistants themselves. The interests of the three are in.
separably connected, and cannot and must not be severed in any
way. The movement would not in any way partake of the nature
of what another correspondent calls a " strike." The very name
should be repudiated as contrary to every recognised law of
political economy. It is strange, however, that this correspondent,
if he have faith in his principles, should not once and for ever
strike his colours from their position, or get his services, if effi-
cient, recognised as they should be at their proper value. He
may rest assured that no one in London will compete against him
for his paltry stipend. Then the remedy is with himself.
A College of Medical Assistants, if established at all, must be

based on usefulness, and the necessity for its existence. London,
if not exactly the world’s centre, is at any rate the focus to

which the rays of information and business from all parts con-
verge, and is almost necessarily the point to which the unem-
ployed of every class directs his steps as a means or prelude to
fresh employment. The medical assistant in this predicament is
beset with difficulties and often needless expense. He has to

provide himself with lodging, most frequently amongst strangers,
whose sympathies and feelings are not in unison with his own,
and thus it happens that he sometimes accepts an engagement at
a lower remuneration than he could otherwise command. The
institution then must be a temporary ’home" for him upon easy
terms, and one to which practitioners could always apply to have
their wants supplied, and their just complaints recorded against
offenders. But practitioners will have no right to feel themselves
aggrieved-the honourable amongst them will not-if for services
performed for their especial benefit they be requested to pay
something. The opposite of this principle prevails at present,
and owes its origin to the iniquitous system of medical agency.
Thus, a practitioner requires the services of a gentleman to assist
him; application is made to a London agent, who promises, or
advertises, that he will do the practitioners’ work without fee or
reward, but will take care to mulct the unlucky assistant of
sufficient to remunerate him (the agent) for his trouble. Now,
Sir, with all due deference to those who may be of an opposite
opinion, common sense and common honesty declare that he who
asks a person to perform an act should pay such person for the
performance of that act. The opposite of this is so illogical, and
10 contrary to the business of the world, that nothing but the
truckling spirit of medical agents to the higher power of the
practitioner could ever have originated such a custom. But, oh!
that word " custom," what horrors does it not bring to mind!
The very stones of Smithfield could rise with indignation and
tell of horrors that " custom" once perpetrated on their ash-burnt
surface. What misery does not a base subserviency to " custom"
even still inflict upon the world. It is a hated name, and I
would strenuously urge medical assistants as a body, who have
ample intelligence to defend themselves, to break once and for
ever through the cobweb custom of allowing medical agents when
they advertise for assistants to charge the wrong party for the
service rendered.
There are many suggestions that readily present themselves

for the formation and management of a College of Assistants;
but 11 as the body without the spirit is dead," and as "faith" in
principles will manifest itself by "works," so mnst those who
think a College of Medical Assistants will be productive of good
come forward energetically to put their shoulders to the wheel,
and commence the superstructure for the glorious work. Let it
be remembered that the College will not be an institution for the
pecuniary and sole benefit of assistants themselves. It will be
for the benefit of all who are interested in having efficient and
trustworthy men as loci tenentes for their regular attendants. It
will be, too, for the benefit of every practitioner who is liable to
the accidents and infirmities of life,-and who is not?-and there-
fore in want of an efficient substitute when disease comes upon
him. As one who has had the charge of more practices, perhaps,
than most assistants of the day, I can speak with some certainty
of the difficulty experienced by many practitioners in getting

this last item of want properly supplied. It is the most important
of all, because on the manners and habits of the substitute the
very social condition of the absent practitioner may be said to
depend. Let, then, those who are advocates for the new College
come forward on the instant, and I do not think I shall he asking
more than your liberality will grant if I ask you to allow names
to be recorded at your office. There are reasons which you will
see against the immediate publicity of those names, but when the
time arrives for every man to do his duty, I mistake the class if
they are absent from the post.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
June, 1853. UNUS ALTER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Allow me, in answer to " Quartus," to say a few words,

which will, I think, materially assist in the solution of the question
as to whether a College of Medical Assistants is a practicable
matter.
He complains that agents charge twenty or thirty shillings for

obtaining situations, which he deems too much. I can honestly
aver that the provision of assistants does not remunerate me for
my time and trouble, excepting as enabling me to oblige the pro-
fession generally, and by so doing retain and increase my con-
nexion among the members of it. If, therefore, a College can
be formed as proposed, no one will rejoice at it, apart from less
selfish motives, more than myself; and as the preliminary expense
would probably be the greatest bar to an attempt at its establish-
ment, I have much pleasure in offering to receive the " hundreds
of names of assistants ready to join in the work," together with
my honorary services as secretary, and the use of an office for a
temporary committee, (if it can be got together,) until either the
College is a fact, or the promoters give it up as a thing of impos-
sible attainment. Why I consider the latter will be the result it
is needless to state here. Let the experiment be made.

I have only to add, that if " Quartus" were an assistant, I think
he would agree with me. I conceive him not to be one from his
neither mentioning correctly the amounts of salaries now given,
nor the charges made by agents. The latter are either one

guinea or two guineas. I know of no other, and am always
willing, if the employer and assistant do not agree, and separate
within three months, to provide the latter with another situation
gratuitously ; and as to remuneration, I do not believe I have
sent one fully-competent assistant out, during the last twelve
months, at a less salary than .635, with board and lodging. It is
notorious that doubly-qualified gentlemen are not to be procured
at all, and the youngest surgeon or apothecary can command .680
per annum. Upwards of 140 employers- have signified to me,
since the commencement of this year only, their willingness to
give these increased salaries ; those who have not done so remain,
to the best of my belief, unassisted, or at all events unsuited.

I remain, Sir, yours obediently,
John street, Adelphi, June, 1853. B. W. LAEA.B. W. LARA.

To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.
SiB,&mdash;I have, with intense interest, read your correspondents’

letters on the proposed " Medical Assistants’ College," and as one
of the humble individuals engaged in that capacity I have reasons
to congratulate myself on the fact of your having in a certain
degree enlisted yourself on our behalf.

I conceive the scheme proposed by your Wigan correspondent
(if brought into operation) to be one of the greatest desiderata
of the day supplied, as well as being a very wide step in advancing
the true interests and dignity of the profession, which many at
this moment, in various ways, are seeking to accomplish.
A very superficial glance will immediately disclose the fact

that this institution is one in which the practitioner and assistant
are alike interested. I appeal, therefore, to those gentlemen who
have been annoyed in procuring an assistant-I mean an eligible
one-how much trickery has been employed ? How often has an
employer been bitterly deceived and mortified by the disgrace
brought upon him by the immorality and vicious habits, as well
as the inefficiency, of the assistant who has been palmed upon
him? But, on the other hand, how many are the inconveniences
of the poor assistant?-the great distinction-the cold-heartedness
-the contempt-the shifrings and puttings up-and in many
instances, instead of encouragement, discouragement in the culti-
vation of the mind. Of course I can testify to honourable ex-
ceptions.

I therefore entreat the philanthrophic, the influential, and,
indeed, all who are willing, whether by interest or for the sake
of encouraging the consittent and in very many instances un-
fortunate but meritorious, hard-worked assistant, to join in framing
a scheme which thai! meet the mutual approbation of employers
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and employed. I am sure many gentlemen, especially those who
keep assistants, would cheerfully become honorary members, and
such, in my opinion, should alone be qualified to propose or re-
commend an assistant, of whom they have a knowledge of his
abilities and conduct, as a member of the College.
With many thanks for this privilege,

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
June, 1853. ANOTHER MEDICAL ASSISTANT.

REMARKABLE UNANIMITY OF OPINION BETWEEN
BARON ALBERT HALLER AND MR. F. H. COLT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Having had my attention lately directed to the physiology
of the pulse, and having consequently referred to some old authors
on the subject, I was struck by the extreme, if not precise,
similarity of opinion between the above-mentioned physiologists.
In a very popular work on physiology, and one much in vogue
with students, the wave theory" is represented as that of Mr.
Colt. It is, however, unfortunate for that gentleman’s claims to
originality that he has been so many years since anticipated in
Haller’s Physiology. I subjoin an extract from the first author
on the pulse, and also one from Kirke’s Physiology giving Mr.
Colt’s on the subject. Apologising for intruding on your valuable
paper, I am, Sir, yours truly,

June, 1853. 
- 

CHIRURGICUS.

HALLER’S OPINION OF THE
CAUSE OF THE PULSE.

The arteries are, in a living
person, always full of blood,
since the jet or stream that
starts from an artery is not in-
terrupted by alternate stops
while the heart rests or relaxes
itself, but it flows on in a con-
tinued thread ; add to this that
the microscope shows the ar-
teries in living animals to be
full of blood, both in their
systole and diastole; nor can

the circular fibres of the arteries
so far contract themselves as

entirely to evacuate the tubes.
Since, therefore, a new wave or
column of blood is sent into the
arteries, already full, although
it bears but a small propor-
tion to the whole mass con-

tained in the arterial system
throughout the body, hardly
ever exceeding two ounces, yet,
by its immediate contact with
the precedent wave or column,
which moves slower as it gets
further from the heart, it con-
sequently drives the same for-
wards, lengthens the artery, and
makes it assume a cylindric
form, augments its diameter,
&c. This dilatation of the ar-
tery, whereby its light or ca-
pacity is changed from a less
to a greater circle, is called the
pulse." ’

MR. COLT’S OPINION OF THE
CAUSE OF THE PULSE,

The theory proposed by Mr.
Colt supposes that the blood,
which is impelled onwards by
the left ventricle, does not so
impart its pressure to what the
arteries already contain as to
dilate the whole arterial system
at once; but that, as it enters
the arteries, it displaces and

propels what they before con-
tained, and flows on with what
may be called a head-wave, like
that which is formed when a
rapid stream of water overtakes
another moving more slowly.
The slower stream offers re-

sistance to the more rapid one,
till their velocities are equalized;
and because of such resistance
some of the force of the more
rapid stream of blood just ex-
pelled from the ventricle is
divided laterally, and with the
rising of the wave the arteries
nearest the heart are dilated
and elongated. They do not at
once recoil, but continue to be
distended so long as blood is

entering them from the ven-
tricle. The wave at the head
of the more rapid stream of
blood runs on, propelled and
maintained in its velocity by
the continuous contraction of
the ventricle; and it thus dilates
in succession every portion of
the arterial system, and pro-
duces the pulse in all."

THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVAL
SERVICE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET. I
SiR,&Ncaron;The "flagrant and detected iniquity" of Mr. Secretary I

Stafford,and the confessed "supercilious ignorance" of the Duke 

Iof Northumberland (to use the language of the Times of this
day), will help the uninitiat d to estimate the class of men who

misgovern the navy. Those who were staggered may now
tolt-rably well comprehend how much is to be believed of
the assertions of Admiral Berkeley, when advocating in the
House of Commons the unjustifiable course still persevered

in towards the medical department of the service. We have
long known him to be as " superciliously ignorant" ae his late
superior, the Duke, and as capable of "a flagrant iniquity" as

Mr. Secretary Stafford. And, moreover, we have long known
that had we but a score of votes, and could truckle sufficiently,
there is not a man of them at the Admiralty but would rush with
open arms to give our junior brethren ward-room, rank, and
cabin-room, and the department generally all the encouragement
which it requires. Admiral Berkeley does not stand alone in
his opposition to us at the Admiralty. There are other exponents
there of many a "supercilious" absurdity. There has never yet
been a naval officer at the Admiralty Board who has proved him.
self capable of worthily appreciating what is due to the profession
of medicine, or any other profession where superior intelligence
is demanded, and where superiority in that intelligence ought to
be encouraged.
The Duke of Northumberland is an admiral. Executive

officers had long wished to have an admiral rather than a civilian
as First Lord of the Admiralty. They have now had an admiral
in that situation, and I should like much to know what these
gentlemen think of the specimen.
To judge by their acts, the last thing thought of by any Board

of Admiralty is the good of the public service. Their prejudices
and private interests are too strong for them. On this account
no admiral or captain should be allowed to sit there, unless all

patronage is taken out of his hands. The permanent clerks, who
know the details of the service, perform the real duties for them.
The superintendence of the navy may therefore be safely placed
in the hands of civilian statesmen, and the admirals and captains
sent to sea, where, if gout and decrepitude will allow them, they
may show off their peculiarly narrow-minded greatness" in
their own proper sphere, until a better-instructed and more liberal.
minded race spring up to mete out even-handed justice, not to
executives of their own class only, but to all departments of the
service.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
! May 27,1853. AN OLD MEDICAL OFFICER.

VACCINATION AT GUY’S HOSPITAL.
[NOTE FROM DR. LEVER.]

JOHN C. W. LEVER, M.D.

To tlte Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-It is stated in a good book " He who runneth may read."

Your correspondent, Mr. Hingeston, in answer to my facts, gives
three lines and a half in reply: " Dr. Addison is the professed
teacher of vaccination at Guy’s Hospital." Sir, Dr. Addison is not
a 
" professed" or professing teacher ; he is an earnest and prac-

tical lecturer. He lectures on vaccinia, variola, rubeola, scar-
latina, urticaria, &c.; and in his Demonstrations, on Mondays; at
one P.M., he is assisted by my able friend and colleague, Dr.
Hughes. On Monday, June 6th, he had a most interesting case
of vaccinia, complicated with other skin eruptions, upon which
he lectured for nearly half an hour. This will, I think, convince
your numerous readers that vaccination and its accompaniments
are not neglected at Guy’s. There is a model of the child’s
arm in course of preparation, and when in the museum, (if you
permit me,) I will send you the number of the cast and model.
During a conversation with Mr. Towne, the Hospital modeller,

than whom I believe no one more faithful ever existed, I was
told that twenty years ago I vaccinated his child, at the house of
Mr. Browell, steward to Guy’s Hospital; and from that child’s
arm models were made to show the progress of the vaccination,
and these were placed in the museum; but, not content with
that, Mr. Harrison, the late respected treasurer, had duplicates
made, and these are now to be viewed in the office of the

Lying-in Charity, a place I trust that Mr. Hingeston will some
day visit.

Sir, your personal knowledge of Guy’s Hospital I am certain
has convinced you that everything is there done to promote the
welfare and stimulate the industry of the student.
Your correspondent, Mr. Hingeston, forgets one sentence

uttered by that illustrious statesman and immortal orator, Burke:
" He who circulates an untruth without taking pains to prove it
to be untrue, is as culpable as he who manufactured it."

Yours very respectfully,
June, 1853. JOHN C. W. LEVER, M.D.

GRATUITOUS MEDICAL SERVICES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sin,&Ncaron;The leading article of THE LANCET of May 28th, in
which you denounce the system of gratuitous medical appoint-
ments, will find an echo in the breast of many a physician and
surgeon who would only be too glad to know of a means of
ridding themselves of the unfair burden with which they are
now saddled. Were it not for the real and warm zeal felt by


